
 

 

Daily evidence digest 21 April 2020 

Testing, oncology, health system responses, resuming elective surgery 

Several publications focus on testing:  

 The OECD released an updated brief that discusses testing and its role in plans to lift 

confinement restrictions here,  

 The Lancet features a letter signed by 27 experts who advocate the adoption of universal 

weekly testing as the UK’s COVID-19 lockdown exit strategy here  

 Eurosurveillance describes a COVID-19 testing regime in the Sheffield Teaching Hospitals NHS 

Foundation Trust, which resulted in 18% of staff testing positive here 

Pre-peer review papers on testing include: 

 Modelling exit strategies from COVID -19 lockdown with a focus on antibody tests here 

 Antibody seroprevalence in Santa Clara County California  here  

 

Other articles featured in the peer reviewed literature focus on: 

 COVID-19 and sepsis here  

 Efforts to reorganise oncology care in European comprehensive cancer centres here  

 A COVID-19 Acute and Intensive Care Resource Tool (CAIC-RT), described in a letter to the 

editor here  

 

NICE published a rapid evidence summary on acute use of NSAIDs for people with, or at risk of 

COVID-19 here and an innovation briefing on a self-management tool for COPD patients here  

 

From a policy perspective, the OECD published an overview of health system responses to COVID-19 

addressing operational, financial, and R&D measures here 

Published guidance includes:  

 A Joint Statement: Roadmap for Resuming Elective Surgery after COVID-19 Pandemic from the 

US here  

 A guide to practical steps to team wellbeing for anaesthetic and critical care teams here 

 Advice from the OECD on protecting privacy and data while using apps and biometrics to track 

and trace COVID-19 cases here  

 A COVID-19 Māori Response Action Plan to ensure the health and wellbeing of Māori 

population from the New Zealand Ministry of Health here 

 Guidelines for open versus laparoscopic surgery. A rapid review from the Royal Australasian 

College of Surgeons here  

 The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care position statements on 
COVID-19 medicines management here  

The daily evidence digest collates recently released reports and evidence – provision of these 

links does not imply endorsement nor recommendation. 

 

https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=129_129658-l62d7lr66u&title=Testing-for-COVID-19-A-way-to-lift-confinement-restrictions
https://marlin-prod.literatumonline.com/pb-assets/Lancet/pdfs/S0140673620309363.pdf
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2020.25.14.2000433
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.14.20063750v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.04.14.20062463v1
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)30920-X/fulltext
http://www.quotidianosanita.it/allegati/allegato1406291.PDF
https://annals.org/aim/fullarticle/2764818/estimating-maximum-capacity-covid-19-cases-manageable-per-day-given
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/es23/chapter/Key-messages
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/mib214/resources/mycopd-for-selfmanagement-of-chronic-obstructive-pulmonary-disease-pdf-2285965451548357
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=119_119689-ud5comtf84&title=Beyond_Containment:Health_systems_responses_to_COVID-19_in_the_OECD
https://www.asahq.org/about-asa/newsroom/news-releases/2020/04/joint-statement-on-elective-surgery-after-covid-19-pandemic
https://icmanaesthesiacovid-19.org/practical-steps-to-team-wellbeing-during-covid19
https://read.oecd-ilibrary.org/view/?ref=129_129655-7db0lu7dto&title=Tracking-and-Tracing-COVID-Protecting-privacy-and-data-while-using
https://www.health.govt.nz/publication/initial-covid-19-maori-response-action-plan
https://umbraco.surgeons.org/media/5214/2020-04-15-recommendations-on-safe-surgery-laparoscopic-vs-open.pdf
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/publications-and-resources/resource-library/covid-19-medicines-management-position-statements-medicine-related-issues
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 The World Health Organisation released technical specifications for invasive and non-invasive 

ventilators here 

 The Australasian Society for Infectious Diseases published guidelines for the clinical 

management of COVID-19 in children and adolescents (ANZPID) here   

 

 

Twitter  

Twitter activity include features from the BMJ, a series of podcasts on COVID-19 stories from the 

frontline here, and editorials exploring death and dying here and an ICU doctor’s perspective  here.  

There is interest in the #Testingmethods2020 crowdsourcing challenge which aims to foster innovation 

in diagnostic testing (Figure 1). 

 

Figure 1: Crowdsourcing challenge  

 

 

 

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/331792
https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/331792
https://www.asid.net.au/documents/item/1897
http://ow.ly/khRN50zeHUZ
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1472?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=hootsuite&utm_content=sme&utm_campaign=usage
https://www.bmj.com/content/369/bmj.m1552?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_term=hootsuite&utm_content=sme&utm_campaign=usage

